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The Scholarship Essay Blueprint

Turn one true story into money for college

e Decode the prompt first

1 Underline the actual question. Answer that, not the topic you wish it asked.
2 Note every limit: the word count, and each hidden sub-question inside the prompt.

3 Name the value being tested. Leadership, resilience, service, or curiosity, and aim your story at it.

e The blueprint

Hook: open inside a specific moment, not a definition or a quote.
Story: one vivid example, shown through detail, not told in summary.

Insight: what it taught you, or how you grew.
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Future: how it shapes what you'll do with this award.

= Mistakes that cost you the award

Repeating your resume in paragraph form.
Staying vague to sound safe.
Trying to sound impressive instead of real.

Ignoring the word limit.

Not actually answering the prompt.
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5  Generic openers (“I've always been passionate..”).
6
7  Zero specific details or names.
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Never reading it out loud before sending.

Have them read the final draft out loud. If it sounds like a real teenager talking about something they care about, it's
working. If it sounds like a press release, start over.
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